
Negative Space Web Guiding - Using the Negative
Space in your Print

Blog Post

Line guiding is one of the subsets of contrast sensing applications.

It requires the printing of a line on a web. It's purpose is to provide a feature that a sensor can track to

determine the web position. The typical use is in web converting where guiding on the edge might not be a

precise parameter in printing labels. However, printing a line is an additional cost. After all, it is additional ink.

If the line is printed outside of the main printed features of the web, it could be leaving money in the

converting floor in the form of excess trim on the edges of the web. This is particularly expensive in labels

printed on foil, a costlier material than paper. Here is where using the negative space in the print could be a

solution to reduce costs in your printing operation.

Negative Spaces 

Negative space is the background or the area that surrounds the subject of the work. Labels are printed

features on a web. The background is considered the negative space. In many cases the negative space is a

constant color or hue. In these cases where the background color has no degradation or changes in color,

contrast detection can be used for a Negative Space Web Guiding

Negative Space Web Guiding 

A desired condition for contrast detection is a feature that is constant in width and in color tone. Line tracking

is such and application. If the line maintains the color tone and its width, it is easily tracked. Line guiding is

based on that. The same can be applied in using a negative space as a feature to track. If the negative

space is of constant width and color tone, then it can be used as feature to track, and therefore can be used

as negative space web guiding. That is easy when the space is constant. What if the feature is intermittent?

Contrast Tracking with Intermittent Negative Space

You really do not need to add a printed line to your roll of labels to track the position of the

labels. Negative Space Web Guiding is an interesting solution to eliminate line printing for web

guiding. Negative Space Web Guiding is a solution to this. However, intermittent negative

spaces can be an issue for accurate and precise web guiding. Well, we have a way of treating
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with intermittent negative spaces. Our technology allows our contrast sensors and our line of

single dimension cameras to give you a solution that allows many applications using negative

spaces, including when they are intermittent. 

Our next blog will explain some of these applications and how they can help your operation deal with

interesting ways of using negative spaces. Contact us for more information on web guiding and monitor

applications.
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